Dear Alumni Chapters:
 

ICQC 2003 and the Reunion activities have just concluded quite successfully in Florida, U.S.A.; and I trust everyone returned to their homes safely and fully charged to press on with the missions of their Chapters for another year.
 

I wish first of all, on your behalf, to offer to the South Florida Chapter, ICQC's sincere appreciation for a fantastic weekend. The logistical arrangements -- hotel accommodation, car rentals, etc. -- were impeccable. Mindy (at the Ramada) assured our comfort and Tony Deen (Avis) ensured we got the best car rental deals possible (Florida Chapter: please convey our thanks to those fine individuals and their staff members). The arrangements for the attending events -- Welcome Reception, Carnival Party, Brunch at the "Parrot Jungle", and the Miami Carnival festivities -- were of such that a good time was guaranteed.
 

Congratulations are extended to LLoyd Houston, President of the South Florida Chapter, who demonstrated exceptional time management skills in keeping the Business Meeting's agenda on track. With our cooperation, Lloyd will enjoy a successful year as ICQC President, 2003-04. We must also commend John Yates -- Vice President; Adel Yassin -- Immediate Past President; John Larose -- Treasurer; Rod Westmaas -- Committee Member; and Keith Corsbie and Desmond Leon -- Members. The success of the weekend was testimony to the zeal and fervor with which these gentlemen fulfilled their roles. 
 

We were also pleasantly surprised by Moses Telemacus (MT) Lowe's lunchtime visit at ICQC. Unfortunately, he is wheelchair-bound but looks well, despite his infirmity. He actually attended part of the afternoon's session and made some notes!
 

Of course, Florida's planning would have been in vain, had it not been for the attendance and participation of all Chapters. Kudos to all and we look forward to a repeat in London next year.
 

Secondly, I will not pre-empt the notes of ICQC's Secretary, Debbie Seepersud, but I wish to give everyone a "heads up" on three issues on which ICQC will focus this year:
1. Relations between QCOSA (Guyana) and QC's Board of Governors
Laurie, in his report, noted a tremendous improvement in the relationship between the Chapter and the Board of Governors and also between QCOSA and the school's administration. ICQC welcomes this news. I would suggest that Chapters emulate Guyana's lead. Everyone is urged to contact the relevant personnel, preferably through QCOSA (Guyana), whenever a visit to the country is made. Solidarity can achieve wonders! Laurie and Head Mistress Roberts developed a list of the school's immediate requirements and this will be circulated shortly (Laurie: please note. Thanks).
2. Inter-Chapter Cooperation
In an e-mail earlier this year, I had asked that Chapters advise each other, through the ICQC Communications Coordinator, whenever donations to the school were being made or contemplated. The objective of this request was simply to avoid duplication of donations. Further, Chapters expend much time, money and effort -- all scarce resources -- in providing various forms of assistance to QC. It is not always possible for overseas Chapters to ensure that donations are being efficiently and effectively utilized, but this is something that QCOSA (Guyana) can do. In fact, that Chapter has agreed to be the "eyes and ears" of the overseas Chapters, by monitoring and reporting on equipment usage. This however can only be effectively done if Guyana knows what items are donated to the school and the timing of such donations. ICQC Communications Coordinator will therefore apprise Guyana of impending donations, as soon as such advice is received from donor Chapters.
3. ICQC Constitution
Thanks again to the efforts of Lloyd Houston, a draft document was produced. The spirited discussion reflected Chapters' desire to move ICQC towards becoming a recognized and respected body with some clout. It was however agreed that the finalization of a Constitution could not be achieved overnight. Lloyd will therefore shortly circulate a new draft, amended to reflect the discussions at the meeting. Chapters are urged to discuss the document fully with their members and get back to Lloyd with their suggestions within three months of receipt of the draft. A "semi-final" draft will then be produced and circulated, thus enabling everyone to have a "final say" before ratification by ICQC 2004 in London.
 

Please feel free to contact me with your questions or comments on these, or any other ICQC matter.
 

Best regards to all.
 

Gordon
ICQC Communications Coordinator
