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	Queen’s College of Guyana Alumni,

Florida Chapter




Minutes of meeting held January 18, 2004
In attendance: Raymond Jagernauth, Ian Lye, John Yates, John LaRose, Lloyd Houston, Desmond Lee-Own, Keith Corsbie, Adel Yasin, Philip Peroune
Apologies for absence: Winston Seepersaud, Debbie Seepersaud, Rod Westmaas
CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order at 2:54 pm and was chaired by the President (Lloyd Houston)

President Remarks:
 The President thanked members for their efforts and dedication to ensuring the success of the Old Year’s Night  Ball.  He paid tribute to John LaRose for the excellent work he did in single handedly preparing  Breakfast for our guests. Special thanks also to  Keith Corsbie for his outstanding contribution in ticket sales and providing much needed Champagne from his personal supplies.etc, 
The President also expressed appreciation and thanks to Vice-President John Yates, Committee members Desmond Lee-Own, Adel Yasin, Winston Seepersaud and Secretary  Debbie Seepersaud for their dedication and unselfishness in giving up some of their enjoyment to ensure the evening’s success.
The agenda was adopted by John LaRose, seconded by  Desmond Lee-Own.
Minutes of  the October 26th meeting were briefly reviewed to allow input from members who were unavoidably absent from the November meeting because of changes in the meeting location.
The President complimented all of the members of the Chapter for their contributions at the ICQC Reunion. He also read testimonials of appreciation and praise from alumni who attended the event and were thoroughly impressed with the high standard set by the Florida Chapter. 
The President also shared with members the thank you letters he had sent to sponsors and other supporters and informed members that comments and compliments from alumni had been posted to the website. 
Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer, John LaRose presented a financial statement for the Old Year’s Night Ball. The net profit from  the event was $2,964. It was agreed that Financial statements will be presented at the monthly meetings.
John also told the meeting that as of January 18, 2004.there were 19 paid-up members of the Florida  Chapter and that our corporate status needs to be renewed for 2004.
It was decided that membership dues will be based on a calendar year. Members were reminded that dues must be paid before the AGM to guarantee eligibility to vote or hold office.
Current Business:

The Old Year’s Night Party was reviewed and comments included the following :
Music – The recorded music was not up to the standard of the Reunion Party.  It was felt that the band overextended itself in undertaking to DJ and play live music (Lloyd Houston). The question was also raised as to whether our existing relationship with the Band should be re-examined and consideration given to hiring rather than joint sponsorship. Desmond, however, reminded members that the Band ‘s role in contributing to the success of our parties should not be discounted.

Keith Corsbie. explained that the Band was not sufficiently competent in using some of their equipment.
Food – John Yates opined that because hors d’oeuvres were not included in the menu, the entrée was consumed more quickly. He also pointed to the need for control in the serving of food at future events. 150 tickets were sold and even though food was catered for 130, this would have been adequate if there had not been considerable waste because of significant throw-aways ( Desmond/John Y)
Ian Lye  felt that the size of the place and  the positioning of the items might also have been regulating factors.
The Bar service was excellent and maintained the standard set at the Reunion(Keith Corsbie)
Other Issues; members felt that the Rotary Club building was a good venue and could easily accommodate 170 persons(John Yates). The President’s suggestion for establishing a committee with specific responsibility for organizing and handling the logistics of fundraising activities was rejected. Individual members will continue to be responsible for planning/arranging events.
Suggestions for fund-raising activities for this year were also discussed.
A proposal was made to hold no more than 2 Brunches this year.. The first of these will be held on the last Sunday in March – March 28th. Adel will lead the organizing team. John LaRose recommended that the second Brunch be held June 20th on Father’s Day. This will be discussed further at the February meeting.
John LaRose suggested that a Boat cruise in lieu of a party during the October Carnival season would be a  good fund-raising event and less burdensome for our membership.John indicated that the event would be a  a joint effort with Larry London whom he will invite to the February meeting to discuss details.
Keith Corsbie suggested holding a cultural event as a fund-raiser. He will contact Ron Robinson (Guyanese) to determine his availability and give us an update at the February meeting.
Members approved renting the Rotary Club building for our 2004 Old Year’s Night Ball and steps will be taken to book the hall before the February meeting ( Desmond)
Raffles and increasing our membership roll were among some of the other avenues considered for raising funds. Lloyd suggested a reappraisal of the criteria for ‘membership’ as defined in the Constitution.The objective would be  to allow contributions from alumni who live in other parts of the South and are unable to be physically present at meetings. John Yates volunteered to contact Ian Wishart of the London Chapter for information about their membership criteria. It was also recommended that a membership form should be designed to provide better documentation.
The President raised the issue as to when we should start making donations to Q.C. in Guyana. He also spoke of the need to ensure that donations were effectively utilized and asked members to give some thought to this aspect. 
The donation of chairs by the NY/London Chapters for the new auditorium at Queen’s College was briefly discussed.  Both John Yates and Keith Corsbie felt that choice of chairs,pricing etc could be handled in a better manner.
February Meeting
John LaRose informed members that his office will be in use on Sundays during that tax season and suggested that we hold the next meeting at the Tropics Restaurant on Pines Blvd. Ian Lye agreed to contact Tropics. The February meeting is scheduled to start at  2.00PM  instead of the usual 2.30PM.

The meeting ended at 5.05PM with singing of the school song.
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