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	Queen’s College of Guyana Alumni,

Florida Chapter





Minutes of meeting held October 26, 2003
In attendance: David Ramprasad, John Yates, John LaRose, Lutchman Premsukh, Ian Lye, Lloyd Houston, Winston Seepersaud, Desmond Lee-Own, Keith Corsbie, Rod Westmaas, Debbie Seepersaud

Apologies for Absence: Philip Peroune, Adel Yasin, Adit Saywack

CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order at 2:50 pm and was chaired by the President (Lloyd Houston)

Opening remarks by the President
· Lloyd told members about his visit with the members of the New York Chapter at their meeting on Sunday, October 19th . He also told members about the many compliments and tributes paid to the Florida Chapter for our outstanding performance in hosting the 2003 ICQC reunion .
· Lloyd also expressed his admiration and appreciation for the cooperation and hard work of so many members and their contribution to  ensuring that the event was both enjoyable and memorable for all of our guests.

· He also pointed out that an analysis and discussion of  shortcomings would be in order and would enable our Chapter to achieve even greater success in staging the  Old Year’s Night Ball in December.
· Lloyd informed members that he was preparing  thank you letters to be sent to our sponsors . David Ramprasad suggested that Lloyd Persaud deserved mention for obtaining the QC caps

Discussion and Review of the 2003 ICQC Reunion – Friday Oct 10th / Sunday Oct 12th

· The welcome reception on Friday evening was extremely well attended. In the opinion of many alumni, many more persons were present  than at previous ICQC receptions.
· The Saturday Businesss meeting also had a good turn-out as well with about 60 people attending. Lloyd indicated that great progress had been made in the discussions on the ICQC Constitution. He opined that the constitution would have been accepted in principle if the meeting had been 2 days long.

He also expressed the hope that ICQC would have enough clout to influence the progress of QC in Guyana. There was however a recognition of the fact that the chapters all have different agendas and the practical difficulties that face an international organisation.
· The Saturday night Carnival Party was definitely a success. Some of this was attributed to the climate, the timing and event being promoted early.

· Ian Lye stated that he was displeased with the fact the there was no music during the early part of the evening. He also felt that  breaks in-between music by the band were too long 
Treasurer’s Report

John LaRose gave a financial report on revenues and expenses for the ICQC Reunion . The Chapter made a profit of $564.85

To date, 19 members have paid membership dues for the previous year ( 2002) and  the current balance in our account is $3,079.49. 

John also suggested that all of the Chapter’s assets should be kept at Taxperts to facilitate management and accountability.

Other Business:
 
John Yates suggested that:

·  The minutes of the AGM should  be reviewed and corrections be made while it is still fresh (Winston is working on this)
· Expenditure for a 2 drawer-file cabinet be authorized for the purpose of filing and keeping documentation and records for the organization

· Registration forms that were completed for the ICQC reunion can be used to update and create a hard copy of the list of alumni for the purpose of keeping in touch. Has volunteered to review the forms and create this list

· We create a database that can be accessed from our  website

John Yates also suggested that a resolution be passed to make the President, immediate Past President and Treasurer the only required signatories for the bank account .  Lloyd promised to review the constitution for guidance on the matter. The resolution was passed pending a review.
John LaRose suggested that the website be updated more frequently and that each the subject of fund raising should be raised at each meeting. In his opinion, greater focus and creative ideas could add approximately $5,000 per year to our finances.

John LaRose expressed concern for the fact that collectively QC Alumni Associations had deposits of  $108,000 in banks. He suggested that Queen’s College students would be better if most of these funds were put into use for the school.
  John Yates mentioned that laws about charity in different countries might pose problems in having funds kept in a single ICQC account. Lloyd hoped that a solution might be found with better communication among chapters.
Other recommendations included 

1. A membership drive 

2. Conducting meetings By teleconference and at locations in central  Florida 

3. A family day

4.   Update the database /member list

Winston Seepersaud and Lloyd Houston will discuss the minutes of the AGM
New Year’s Eve Party
Desmond Lee-Own gave a report on feedback from the band and their suggestions for the New Year’s Eve Party: He indicated that the band – now known as Kalalooo – had already made some arrangements in preparation for this event such as booking the hall, locating a caterer, party equipment and was suggesting $80 per person as the ticket price.
It was agreed that the Florida Chapter  will join with the band and host the New Year’s Eve party as a fund raising event and would be responsible for the door, hall decorations and  serving the food. 
A ticket price of $75.00 per person was agreed upon by a majority of members.
At the suggestion of John Yates a committee was formed to work with the band. The committee will be led by John Yates and include  Desmond Lee-Own, John LaRose, Rod Westmaas and Ian Lye. The committee will meet and provide a report by Friday with feedback regarding the planning details etc
Other issues related to  for the New Year’s Eve party included :

· Decorations

· Work on publicity and ticket sales

· Food –served by professionals instead of committee members 

· Paid clean-up crew
· Publicizing party by word of mouth/flyers
Meeting adjourned at 4:38 p.m. with singing of the school song. Refreshments were served and Winston Duggin joined us at this time.
PAGE  
1

[image: image1.png]