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	Queen’s College of Guyana Alumni,

Florida Chapter




Minutes of meeting held March 27, 2004
In attendance: Lloyd Houston, Adel Yasin, Rod Westmaas, Philip Peroune, Winston Seepersaud, Debbie Seepersaud, Keith Corsbie, Desmond Lee-Own and Dr. Colin Forde

Apologies for absence: John Yates and John LaRose.

Call to Order: The meting was held at the Ramada Inn, Hollywood and was called to order at 2:45pm by President, Lloyd Houston.

Lloyd welcomed Dr. Forde to our meeting and expressed the hope that he will become an active member.

The minutes of the February meeting were adopted by Desmond, seconded by Philip.

Matters arising out of Minutes:

Lloyd once again mentioned the importance of the position of Asst. Secretary, a position badly needed to backup Debbie.

Lloyd suggested increasing our membership by allowing enrollment of alumni not residing in Florida. He also suggested that a month be designated for a membership drive in which each member would be asked to bring at least one new “face” to our meeting. The President recommended holding one or more meetings during the year in Tampa or Orlando to facilitate attendance by alumni in central and  northern Florida. 

Treasurer’s report:

Desmond presented his report which showed a current balance of $5,922.50. Outstanding receipts were $150.00 and outstanding debts $61.25. After members were informed that there were only 4 paid up members as of the March meeting date, some promptly wrote checks to pay their dues.

Corporate fees are now due and John LaRose will do the necessaries.

Current Business:

Brunch:    

Adel is leading this effort. It was unanimously decided that the event be held on May 16 at the Tropics Restaurant. 200 tickets will be printed to be sold @ $10 each.

Colin offered to share his musical expertise and will liaise with Adel to assist in arranging musical entertainment for the event. 

Cultural Evening?:

At the next meeting, a time to be discussed for this possibility. Keith mentioned folk and cultural items by Mark Matthews/ Ken Corsbie.

Boat Cruise: This event will be held on October 1st or 8th, with John Yates and Larry London spearheading.

Family Fun Day:

This will not be fund-raising but an appreciation day. A sub-committee is to be set up to look at details. Date, possibly Sunday August 29th.

Other:

Lloyd indicated his intent to begin discussing plans for  the “Big” fund raiser at our next meeting. Rod will explore suitable venues for the proposed activities.

Old Year’s Nite – on track.

Newsletter:

Phillip distributed a draft and suggested the formation of an editorial committee. Issues such as frequency of  publication (most likely Quarterly), advertising etc will be discussed at the April meeting. Members felt that the content should include news on Alumni, school anecdotes etc, up-coming events and other information obtained from other chapters. They also agreed that the first issue should be published  no later than June.

Philip will contact the editor of the London newsletter and Sharon Singh, Secretary of QC-OSA,Guyana. 

Digital Camera:

Information obtained by Rod Westmaas indicated that students would benefit from using a digital camera in some of their educational projects. Based on input from QC-OSA President, Laurie Lewis, members unanimously agreed to donate a digital camera and accessories to QC for a price not to exceed $600.

Rod will be visiting Queen’s College around the end of March and will inform the acting Principal, Ms. Rohlehr of our Chapter’s decision. 

Rod will also try to obtain information regarding the proposed use of the camera to assist us in making the most appropriate purchase. The other QC chapters will be notified about the donation so as to avoid unnecessary duplication.

Keith volunteered to check out suitable models etc prior to purchase. 

Chairs:

Still no final decision. Keith will contact the other players, letting them know of our willingness to make a donation, but a decision is now long overdue.

New Business:

Scheduled Donations:

Members unanimously supported a recommendation from the President to begin a structured programme of  donations to Queen’s College and its students. 

Lloyd suggested that several different approaches could be taken in assisting students with our contributions.

He recommended that some donations be made as part of a regular schedule. This would meet the need for notebooks, writing materials and items that students used/consumed on a frequent basis. Magazine subscriptions could also be included in this approach.

Books for the school library were also discussed and members agreed to begin immediately accumulating novels etc from their own collections in addition to solicitations from other alumni, friends etc.

Adel suggested that tickets for the Brunch include an appeal to guests to bring along books that they would be willing to donate. All donations would be rubber stamped to show the Florida Chapter as the donor. 

Keith volunteered to provide storage facilities pending shipment. 

Consideration was also given to asking persons in Guyana e.g. Stanley and Colin Ming to be liaisons for our Chapter.

Members were also favourable to exploring other strategies for supporting QC students. Workshops and career counselling programs were among the initiatives considered. 

The support for embarking on an immediate programme of donations was enthusiastically received by all members and is expected to begin after a review of the input obtained from Rod Westmaas’ visit and discussions with the acting Principal.  

There being no other business, the meeting ended at 4:40pm with the singing of the school song.

Our next meeting is scheduled for April 25th.

